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Atrial fibrillation at the time of valve surgery
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How to anticoagulate a valvular heart disease patient with atrial fibrillation ?

AF a risk factor for valve surgery?

Presence of AF could influence surgical plan:

AF ablation during surgery

LAA closure during surgery

Choice of prosthesis
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How to anticoagulated a VHD patient with AF ?
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How to anticoagulated a VHD patient with AF ?

ESC guidelines  atrial fibrillation 2020ESC guidelines  valvular heart disease 2021
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AF a risk factor for valve procedures?

Mitral valve repair
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AF a risk factor for valve procedures?

Aortic valve replacementMitral valve repair
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Concomitant AF ablation should be considered in patients undergoing cardiac surgery, balancing the benefits

of freedom from atrial arrhythmias with the risk factors for recurrence, such as age, LA dilatation, years in AF,

renal dysfunction, and other cardiovascular risk factors.

AF ablation during surgery  ? 

ESC guidelines valve disease 2021
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Left atrial appendage (LAA) occlusion should be considered in combination with valve
surgery in patients with AF and a CHA2DS2VASc score >_2 to reduce the thromboembolic
risk.

The selected surgical technique should ensure complete occlusion of the LAA. For patients
with AF and risk factors for stroke, long-term oral anticoagulation (OAC) is currently
recommended, irrespective of the use of surgical ablation of AF and/or surgical LAA
occlusion.

LAA closure during surgery ? 

ESC guidelines valve disease 2021
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Mechanical prosthesis NOACS

AVK

Bioprosthesis NOACS

Choice of prosthesis…

ESC guidelines valve disease 2021
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Atrial fibrillation at the time of the surgery, increases the risk of poor outcome after surgery

In patients with atrial fibrillation undergoing valve surgery, surgical ablation and LAA
occlusion should be considered and discussed in the pre surgical planning

Conclusion
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Thank you for your attention.
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